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Students continue to

experience
rough transition to

O

PeopleSoft
By pAUL GOUDARZI-fRY

racle PeopleSoft is a software upgrade meant to optimize the heavy traffic and
growth of Puget Sound’s modern needs. The program, however, has had negative
feedback from students, especially when registering for classes for the upcoming
semester.
“Conversion to PeopleSoft is an enormous undertaking, and it is definitely valid to ask why
we are doing this,” said the Technology Services page that discussed the transfer. The page had
been following the course of PeopleSoft’s integration since it became part of campus in the
spring of 2013.
Prior to this upgrade, students had been using the service called Cascade for tasks such as
registering for classes or logging job hours. Cascade is still used for some services like vehicle
registration and viewing grades from previous years, but PeopleSoft has taken over some of
Cascade’s major tasks.
“It was my experience before we switched to PeopleSoft that I would go on and log my hours,
and it was a very simple process,” sophomore Arthur Hogan said. “With PeopleSoft, it’s easy
to neglect to put up your hours just because of the hassle that is entailed by going through it.
You have to click through five or six tabs just to get to your timesheet.”
Sophomore Hermosillo Torres has experienced registration through both Cascade and PeopleSoft. “[Cascade] was very easy to navigate, very straightforward…I think that the problem
here is that PeopleSoft…is a little bit crowded, a little bit less streamlined,” Torres said.
A change which has been more positively recognized is the Shopping Cart system. Students
choose their classes for the next semester and put them in one location prior to registration,
then sign up for all of them when the time comes. Getting to the classes and finding what you
need, however, is slightly less manageable.
Elizabeth King, also a sophomore, signed up for an art class that was cancelled over the summer, and was never contacted about the cancellation. This problem could easily be attributed
to communication issues between the registrar and the PeopleSoft technology, but the error was

still aggravating for all involved.

SEE PEOPLESOFT PagE 2

Humanities
major
drops
nationally
while
campus
maintains
numbers

By KATe eASLeY

The percentage of humanities majors has dropped nationally from 14
percent of college students in 1970
to seven percent today.
This same phenomenon of declining interest in the humanities is not
occurring at Puget Sound.
Although there are different ways
to look at the statistics on a national
scale, the numbers for students majoring in the humanities at Puget
Sound over the past 10 years do not
show a decline.
The percentage of students majoring in non-STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) fields has remained steady
despite warnings that those with
humanities majors are not as employable.
The liberal arts nature of Puget
Sound may have a correlating connection to this issue at hand.
“Having a major where the pathway to a career is a little more indirect is in fact a luxury,” Priti Joshi,
chair of the English Department,
said.
“People who can afford to go to
liberal arts schools have that luxury. We’re looking at a select group of
people for whom perhaps the burden of the career is not quite as immediate as it might be for somebody
who is the first person in their family to go to college.”
Others do not see financial concerns affecting the decline in humanities majors.
“I don’t think it’s necessarily that
they’re not under financial pressures. I think for some reason the
ethos in their family is a little different,” George Erving, Associate Professor of English, Humanities and
Honors, said.
It is true that the path to employment is not as cut and dry for those
majoring in the humanities. Joshi
freely admits that there is no direct application in the humanities,
like there is in neuroscience or engineering.
Using a billiards metaphor to describe the career path of a humanities graduate, Joshi explained that
humanities majors are not looking
for a direct shot into the pocket.
They know where they want the
SEE HuManiTiES
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Winter break closure necessary but inconvenient for some
By CLAIRE GRUBB
Campus is closing from Dec. 21 to
Jan. 18 for winter break. Every year
the campus closes at the end of fall
semester to prepare for the start of
the new semester in the spring.
During this time students get to
take an extended break from studies, faculty and staff get time away
from work and the campus can
make necessary improvements before re-opening.
There are many reasons that the
campus closes for Winter Break
outside of the transition from fall
to spring semester. For a few weeks
the campus will completely power down, turning off electricity and
heat to the buildings.
During this time the campus will
be conserving energy and saving
money on the cost of running the
entire grounds. Students and staff
are not permitted to be around for
this portion of the school year because the living and work places are
no longer inhabitable without proper heating and functionality.
Some students find no problem
with this occurrence.
“I think that the school should
shut down for winter break—it’s like
every other school. I would be concerned for the workers, but I think
it’s beneficial for all students,” sophomore Samantha Coates said.
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“[This kind of mistake] decreases
the trust we have in the registrar,”
King said. “If you register for this
class and it says, ‘yes, you’re in it,’
one should assume you get to take
the class…It’s an unnecessary step
that we’re forced to take.”
“Registering last year, I couldn’t actually get a fourth class. It was physically impossible. I went down to the
registrar and they tried to turn me
away. I told the person at the desk:
‘No.’ I told her that I was going to see
her supervisor, and I was going to
get the class that I needed, because I
go to this school and pay for it,” Hogan said.
The tedious nature of PeopleSoft’s
registration process has been a common complaint among the Puget
Sound student body.
A new interface and navigation
have led to the simple problem of
convenience: Users of PeopleSoft
take longer to accomplish tasks because of its layout.

Where to find
The Tr ail
Black Bear Yogurt
BlueBeard Coffee
Cafe Brousseau
Metronome coffee
Shakabrah Java
gibson’s frozen yogurt

Closing campus involves most of
the full-time personnel leaving for
the designated weeks. There is only
a handful of staff attending to the
maintenance of campus during the
break.
If students had wanted to stay
on campus during this time there
would be limited persons around to
provide management and respond
in case of an emergency.
For this reason the campus chooses not to engage in the liability of
having students around during the
break.
Having students or staff around
without the proper amount of personnel on campus can also lead to
potential breaches in security. It
would be more risky to have people in residences while all the other
student belongings are still inside of
rooms and stored around campus.
Since students are not required
to move completely for the winter,
these leftover possessions need to
be maintained with some measure
of security.
“There’s not a whole lot that the
school can do about it,” sophomore
Kimberly Webber said.
Security is a primary reason that
the campus does not sustain people
on the premises during the break.
The University wants to ensure
that all who are residing on campus

“With my academic advisor specifically…he was trying to help me
figure out what requirements I had
left for my degree because I’m a senior in my last semester,” Christine
Anderson said.
“PeopleSoft is an outdated system that we switched to because it’s
cheap,” Hogan said. “It’s a decade
old. There’s no reason… It is unjustifiable, in fact, for us to be using this
system. It’s not a convenient or well
running system. As long as we have
it, people are going to feel inconvenienced.”
Improved conditions for the services offered at Puget Sound can
only be made through communication between students and faculty.
Any problems or questions regarding PeopleSoft or technological
progress in general can increase the
chance for an intuitive system for all
members of the University.

have a safe environment and access
to resources in case of an emergency. Since there are not enough security officers to go around during the
time period, the better option becomes not permitting students to
stay for the break.
Outside of the cost, liability and
security, campus closes to allow
those who devote most of their time
and attention to the University a
moment to rest and rejuvenate.
“Everyone deserves a break,” Director of Residence Life Shane Dae-

twiler explained. Even those who
work in Dining and Conference
Services are able to take a break and
enjoy their families and friends.
Despite the valid reasons behind
shutting down the campus, there
are some students who do not have
a place to return home to at the end
of the semester.
These students may not be able to
afford flying internationally to return home, or may have other extenuating circumstances preventing
them from acquiring proper accom-

modations for the break.
Although these instances are noted at a smaller scale than the reasons
for students to leave during break,
there are still a number of students
who are disadvantaged during the
time campus is closed and have to
find a way around it. Usually these
circumstances are not heard across
campus, but they are present and
real issues for some in the student
body.
There are avenues to alleviate these
problems on an individual basis.
“Whenever I hear anything from
a student, I’m willing to look into it
and explore it,” Daetwiler said.
Students can always seek support
through Residence Life or Student
Affairs and look for tailored solutions to their problems as they arise.
In order for a change to take place
with the way Winter Break is handled on Puget Sound’s campus, it
will take a mass amount of student
interest.
Policies have been in place before
to allow some temporary living accommodations during break, but
were revoked due to lack of use.
For students who have real needs,
or would like to see the campus create and maintain another option
for students to stay throughout the
breaks, staff are waiting to see the
initiative in the student body.

HUMANITIES

science tend to bring more prestige
to the institution, the humanities
departments have award-winning
professors and a new center for the
Humanities in Commencement.
“What I intend to work very hard
on over the next five years is to really build that program up so it becomes a signature program for our
university,” Erving, who also serves
as the Humanities Residential Program Director, said.
The administration also works to
create programs that uncover the
links between areas of study.
“To me the growth of the STS
[Science, Technology, and Society]
program—the kind of institutional
support we give to bridging the conversation between the humanities
and the STEM fields—that program
is the perfect example of bridging
that gap and supporting a humanist
endeavor,” Joshi said.
In the current economic climate of
our country and general distrust for

non-practical majors, how should a
private liberal arts school prepare
humanities students for the rest of
their lives?
Joshi believes that during a student’s four years at Puget Sound, he
or she learns how to think in new
ways.
“If you don’t have the fortune of
learning it particularly early, it becomes really hard to cultivate when
you’re in your 40s and 50s and 60s in
a job with a life,” Joshi said.
“What kind of life do you want to
have? What do you want to think
about? Who do you want to know?
What do you want to read? What interests you? How do all those things
help contribute to your sense of
well-being and happiness?” Erving
said.
“That may actually be the most
powerful argument for why taking
courses in whatever you like, particularly in the humanities, is a really
good idea.”

area when unattended.
· Please plan ahead for the upcoming semester break. Take all valuables with you.
· Take advantage of the Security Safety Escort Services by calling (253) 879-3311. This service is
available 24/7.

in Tacoma. If you have no other options, contact Security to register
your vehicle for winter break parking.

PHOTO COURTESY / PETER DAVIDSON

Campus houses: Although not traditional campus housing like
the dorms, Theme Row is one segment of campus housing that
is affected by the winter closure of the school.

continued FROM page 1

ball to go, but might use a series of
bank shots to get it there.
“That kind of zigzag is what the
humanities has always been about.
There’s utility but that utility is not
instantaneously available or visible,”
she said.
There has been a nationwide
push to prepare students for the
workforce, and many see academic programs that do not have direct
counterparts in the real world as superfluous.
“Job skills are trivial and they’re
easily learned. What we produce is
serious intellectual horsepower in
problem solving,” Erving said. “Our
best kids in English are going to succeed anywhere, because they’ve got
the basic analytical skills.”
Although the strength of the sciences at Puget Sound is better
known and departments like neuro-

Security Report
The following is a summary of incidents occurring on campus—or the
campus border—and reported to Security Services between November
19, 2013 and December 2, 2013:
· One bicycle was reported stolen
from Seward Hall.
· Facilities reported the theft
of a section of copper downspout
from McIntyre Hall.
· Four vehicles were reported broken into over the two-week period
in University parking lots. In each
incident, valuables were left in the
vehicle.
· Security officers responded to one
drug violation and two alcohol violations on campus. The drug viola-

tions involved marijuana use.
Crime Prevention Tips:
· The use of “U-Bolt” style locks
to secure bicycles is highly recommended. Remember to secure bicycles through the frame at a designated bike rack. If you have expensive
wheels, it is further recommend they
be secured with a separate lock to
the bicycle frame. Store your bicycle
in your room if you aren’t taking it
home for the break.
· Do not leave valuables in your
vehicle—especially in plain view.
Steering wheel locking devices are
recommended.
· Always secure your room or office

The Puget Sound Trail

Important Information about Winter Break Parking:
Please plan now if you have a vehicle on campus and won’t be taking it during the upcoming semester
break. Security recommends against
leaving your vehicle on campus
during this period. There are several
off-campus vehicle storage locations

All vehicles left on campus must
be registered specifically for winter
break parking and must be parked
in the large lot at N. 18th and Lawrence Streets. This service is only for
campus residents and space is limited. The University is not responsible
for theft or damage to vehicles left
on campus during the break.
Please write Todd Badham (tbadham@pugetsound.edu) or Lisa
Mitchell (lmitchell@pugetsound.
edu) if you have questions.
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US health care too costly; ACA causing dispute
By BILLY NICOL

Since the disastrous launch of
Healthcare.gov, the website designed
to enroll Americans in insurance
programs under the Affordable
Care Act, the White House has been
struggling to reassure the public
that the ACA (commonly called
Obamacare) is still going to work.
The political climate surrounding
the ACA has grown heated: the New
York Times reported on Thursday
that a memo had circulated amongst
House Republicans, advising them
to keep pushing stories of how the
botched health care rollout has
harmed their constituents.
It seems that the battle over health
care in the U.S. is far from over.
Indeed, the next few weeks promise
to be rife with political battles on

Capitol Hill.
Amongst all the political
maneuvering, however, it is
important to remember what is
at stake. The health care system in
America has long been criticized as
expensive and inefficient, and it is in
desperate need of reform.
In 2000, the World Health
Organization (WHO) published
their annual World Health Report,
which ranks the health of countries
around the world based on various
factors such as life expectancy and
infant mortality.
The United States’ ranking was far
from good. The U.S. placed 15th in
health care performance, despite
having the highest health care
expenditure of any country. The
findings ignited a media firestorm,
and since 2010 the WHO no

“The U.S. placed 15th in health care
performance, despite having the highest
healthcare expenditure of any country.”

longer ranks countries, but merely
publishes the statistics.
Other organizations, however,
have continued to compare health
care across countries, and the U.S.
regularly fares poorly in these
rankings.
Bloomberg, drawing on sources
such as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the WHO,
published a list of the most efficient
health care systems in the world
(last updated in August 2013).
The study’s methodology was as
such: “Each country was ranked
on three criteria: life expectancy
(weighted 60 percent); relative
per capita cost of health care (30
percent); and absolute per capita
cost of health care (10 percent).”
From this, the researcher gave each
country an efficiency score. The U.S.
placed 46th, with a per capita health
care cost of $8,608. Hong Kong
placed the highest, with a higher
life expectancy (83.4, compared to
America’s 78.6) and a much lower
cost of $1,409 per capita. Indeed, of
the top 10 countries on the list, only
Switzerland pays more for health
care than the U.S., at $9,121 per
capita.
Often the argument put forth

against nationalized health care
is that private industry is more
efficient.
However, many of the healthiest
countries in the world have
nationalized health care, and they
provide it despite spending less of
their GDP than the U.S. does.
Forbes in 2007 published research
comparing various countries based
on factors such as pollution, infant
mortality, life expectancy and
physician density (the number
of physicians per 1,000 people).
Northern European countries
dominated the list, with Iceland,
Sweden, Finland, Germany and
Switzerland as the top five, in that
order.
A report by the Commonwealth
Fund states that in 2010, Iceland
spent 9.8 percent of its GDP on
its universal health care system.
That same year, the U.S. spent 17.6
percent of GDP on health care,
despite the fact that an estimated 50
million residents were uninsured.
It seems ludicrous that one of the
wealthiest countries in the world
cannot ensure the health of its
citizens. According to the New York
Times, a study by the Institute of
Medicine and the National Research

Council found that “The United
States had the second-highest death
rate from the most common form of
heart disease, the kind that causes
heart attacks, and the secondhighest death rate from lung disease,
a legacy of high smoking rates in
past decades. American adults also
have the highest diabetes rates.”
National health care has been a
controversial topic for Americans
long before the ACA. In 1989,
Congress passed the Medicare
Catastrophic Care Act (MCCA),
designed to protect older Americans
from being driven into bankruptcy
by medical bills. The Act proved
immensely unpopular, and 17
months later it was undone.
The ACA managed to pass, but
only after significant bargaining
that whittled away many policies
Democrats wished to include, such
as a single payer system.
Given the growing disappointment
over the implementation of the
ACA, it is not unreasonable to
believe it may meet the same fate as
the MCCA.
However, the fact remains that the
cost of health care in this country is
too high and its need is too vital.

New bill to provide Video game violence major
cheaper textbooks threat for the mentally ill
By KAYLA GUTIERREZ
As the new semester approaches,
one concern for students is purchasing new textbooks. Different individuals swear by certain methods or
websites that make buying these textbooks at least slightly more affordable.
Despite all the ways one can try
and save money on books, the Annual Survey of Colleges published by
the College Board last year showed
that on average students spend $1,200
on textbooks and supplies every year.
That number increases to almost
$1,250 for students who attend private colleges.
The high cost of textbooks is likely to increase. Economics professor Mark J. Perry of the University of
Michigan found that “Compared to
the 250 percent increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) over the last
34 years, college textbooks have risen
more than three times the amount of
the average increase for all goods and
services.”

“I have always strived
to make college more
accessible and more
affordable for students
and this legislation will
lessen the high cost of an
important commodity for
learning while helping
students save money.”
-Rep. Rubén Hinojosa
Essentially, college textbook and
supply prices have risen faster than
rates of inflation over the last three
decades.
Some schools have made textbooks
available for free online for everyone,
not only students. These campuses
utilize what is called open educational
resources (OER). Some schools utilizing OER are The University of Minnesota, Rice University, Tidewater Community College and Washington’s
community and technical colleges.
According to the Student Public
Interest Research Group (PIRG), the
Open Resources Library of the Wash-

ington community and technical colleges, which was funded by the state
and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, has saved students $5.5 million as of this year and $2.9 million
during the 2012-2013 school year
alone.
Two senators have introduced a
bill that addresses the high price of
textbooks and takes note of how successful OERs have been for schools
that utilize these programs. Sen. Dick
Durbin and Sen. Al Franken introduced the bill, named the Affordable
College Textbook Act, in early November.
Representatives Rubén Hinojosa and George Miller introduced the
bill to the House. In a story by the
U.S. PIRG about the bill, Hinojosa
was quoted as saying, “I have always
strived to make college more accessible and more affordable for students
and this legislation will lessen the
high cost of an important commodity for learning while helping students
save money.”
Durbin was also quoted as saying,
“Textbook costs, often overlooked,
can be a substantial barrier to attaining a college education.”
The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC)
has been very supportive of the bill
especially because of the reasons laid
out by its creators. In order for higher education to be truly accessible,
there needs to be something done to
address the outrageously high cost of
textbooks. Not only would this bill
save students money, it would also
make use of the capacities of online
textbooks. Since textbooks can often
become worthless because they are
out of date, students can lose money
trying to sell them back, but if they are
available online, they can be updated
as it becomes necessary.
The bill would also be beneficial for
schools. The bill states that schools
utilizing open textbook programs
would be eligible to receive grants
from the government.
This bill is an essential part of making education more accessible. It
would give schools an incentive to
help students in a large way that has
already been proven effective by those
institutions that have taken steps on
their own to implement OER programs.

PHOTO COURTESY/ROCKSTAR GAMES

By BECCA DUNCAN
The first ever video game was created in 1958 by William Higinbotham. It was a simple game called
“Tennis for Two,” and its gameplay
was exactly as its title implies.
Thirty-nine years later, in 1997,
the first version of the Grand Theft
Auto (GTA) series was released.
GTA has achieved unprecedented success: the most recent release,
GTA V, earned $1 billion within
its first three days and became the
fastest-selling entertainment product in history.
While popular from the very beginning, however, GTA has also
been notorious from the beginning
for its depictions of extreme, not to
mention casual, violence.
In any given installment in the
series, the player can kill anyone
(prostitutes, cops, random passersby) with anything (not limited to just guns or cars, steel rods

and baseball bats are among popular choices) at any location (on
the street, in a store, at a hospital).
GTA V features a special mission in
which a player can choose between
various implements of torture and
proceed to use them.
In 2008 the Pew Research Center
reported that 97 percent of young
people from ages 12 to 17 had
played a video game before; twothirds of them had played games
that involved some type of violence,
be it gang-based like GTA, warbased like the Call of Duty series or
otherwise.
It is disturbing that playtime for
young people now includes brutal
simulated violence, and that acts of
violence are rewarded with points
and level-ups. Meaningless as those
may be, for the human brain a reward is a reward.
According to Brad Bushman, a
professor of psychology and communication at Ohio State Univer-

sity, games like these do indeed increase aggression.
“Violent video games increase
aggressive thoughts, angry feelings,
physiological arousal, and aggressive behavior,” Bushman said. “Violent games also decrease helping
behavior and feelings of empathy
for others.”
Given these games’ widespread
popularity, the effect they may have
on the mindset of the population is
terrifying to think about.
Empathy, as one can imagine, is
fairly crucial when it comes to anything involving other people.
Of course, that is not to say that
all people who play video games of
this kind are devoid of empathy.
Millions of people who play every
day walk away undisturbed, and,
admittedly, games like these can be
somewhat entertaining in a really
sick way.
see VIOLENCE page 4
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New Lily Allen video stirs up race controversy
of thinly veiled racist imagery, and
her participation in only the more
conventionally tasteful sections of
choreography, Allen clarified, “If
anyone thinks for a second that I
requested specific ethnicities for the
video, they’re wrong. […] If I could
dance like the ladies can, it would
have been my arse on your screens;
I actually rehearsed for two weeks
trying to perfect my twerk, but
failed miserably.”
Moreover, I felt that the message
would have been lost had Allen’s
video not included black dancers.
It is true that their bodies are most
often objectified. But it is for that
reason that I felt including them in
a satire that called attention to that
problem, and this time with another
woman in front of the camera,
PHOTO COURTESY/PULPMAGAZINELIVE.COM

‘Hard Out Here’: The release of Lily Allen’s new music video left many viewers dismayed by her
problematic portrayal of African American women.

By CAROLEA CASAS
I love British culture. When I
was little, I wasn’t allowed to watch
TV, but I was always welcome to
watch BBC programs with the
family. I thought John Cleese was
the funniest man in the world for
the entirety of my childhood. Until
I was in my teens, I understood
British humor better than American
comedy.
As a competitive ballroom
dancer in high school, some of my
favorite people to hang out with
were dancers from the UK, always
ready to teach me some slang and
demonstrate differences between
regional accents.
And British music? Fantastic. So
naturally, when I first heard the UK’s
sassy singer-turned-American-popsensation Lily Allen’s new single,
“Hard Out Here,” I was nothing
short of thrilled. I loved everything
about it—the satire, the sass and
even the imagery in the video—

VIOLENCE
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There is certainly something cathartic about the ability to do whatever you want whenever you want,
without fear of repercussions of any
kind (unless the cops see you, in
which case you had best jack a car
and get the hell out of Dodge).
But for the small percentage of
people who may be in the throes of
mental illness or considering a violent act, simulating violence can
only be an impetus for harmful behavior.

imagery that, within a matter of
days, made headlines as potentially
racist and oppressive.
The charges were that Allen had
used black female dancers as props
in her video to elevate her own
position as a white feminist icon.
To understand the public change
of heart, I caught up with senior
art major Emily Menk, who took to
her Facebook regarding both sides
of the controversy during the week
Allen’s video dropped.
“I have the privilege of being
white, and because of that I didn’t
pick up immediately on the issue
of caricature and objectification of
colored women that presents itself
in the video—I just assumed it was
part of the satire. It wasn’t until
I read a post that a friend shared
that this issue was brought to my
attention,” Menk said.
Menk refers here to an article
on award-winning writer Mia
McKenzie’s blog, Black Girl
Dangerous, entitled “Easy Out

There For A (White) Bitch: A
Few Words On Lily Allen and the
Continued Use of Black Women’s
Bodies As Props.”
Menk, who had originally posted
a link to the video praising its
feminist message of empowerment
and pride, stated, “reading the
post and knowing that there were
women of color who took issue with
the video really made me step back
and take a closer look at the video,
which led me to having a change
of heart about the contents of the
video.”
I admit that, personally, even after
glossing over McKenzie’s post once,
I was still skeptical of any potentially
racist message.
The video does not feature ONLY
black female dancers. There is
at least one female dancer who
appears to be Caucasian, and Allen
participates in a portion of the main
choral dance sequence.
In a message on her Twitter
account, responding to allegations

It probably is not true that violent video games are the sole cause
of the increasing violence America
has seen in recent years. This country’s abysmal care of the mentally
ill and various economic woes certainly have much to do with violence as well; after all, desperate
times call for desperate measures.
However, violent video games
normalize the concept of violence
to those who play them; the games
might not directly incite a player to
go out and shoot up his neighborhood, but they make it far less taboo to do so. In short, those who
play violent video games see violence as more normal than those

who do not.
Realistically, games like GTA will
never be taken off the shelves. They
are too popular, and the Supreme
Court has already ruled that regulating video game content is unconstitutional.
Rather, a more effective rating
system should be enforced.
A certain degree of maturity is
required to separate fantasy violence from the real thing; parents
need to make more of an effort to
ensure that their children do not
have access to games until they are
old enough to deal with the depictions of violence.
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“I have the privilege of
being white, and because
of that I didn’t pick up
immediately on the
issue of caricature and
objectification of colored
women that presents
itself in the video—I just
assumed it was part of the
satire. It wasn’t until I read
a post that a friend shared
that this issue was brought
to my attention.”
—Emily Menk

instead of a male rapper toting a
fifth of gin and spitting rhymes
about his game in the club, was more
empowering than problematic.
McKenzie’s article expressed a
different view however. She wrote:
“Satire works best when you are
flipping the script on the oppressor,
on the system. When you are calling

attention to the ways that the system
is jacked by amplifying the absurdity
of that system. Not caricaturing and
otherwise disrespecting the people
who are oppressed by that system.”
McKenzie went on to characterize
the video as problematic in that
it was not a cohesive feminist
message, but instead only addressed
the empowerment of white women
in modern international popular
culture.
“Here’s yet another white feminist
throwing black women under the
bus because she has some point
she’s trying to make about…
sexism? I mean, I can hardly tell,
probably because my feminism
includes black women. Because I
don’t see black women, or any other
women of color as tools, props,
or background noise for white
women’s self-expression.”
Menk, who called the video and
McKenzie’s post a “reminder to
check [her] own privilege,” qualified:
“I know the video was intended to
be a satire, but unfortunately it only
serves as a satire for white women—
intersectional feminism is lost in
the video by placing the women of
color in these caricatured roles that
Allen is trying to satire.
“It’s a case of intent versus
impact—while Allen may not have
intended for it to come off as racist,
when you try to make a satire like
this (or any commentary about a
marginalized group) from a place of
privilege there’s a very, very fine line
that one can walk before it becomes
offensive—one that’s better left
alone completely, since it almost
always comes off wrong (like in this
case).”
In the end, I’m still not certain how
I feel about the video. I absolutely
agree that the experiences of upperclass white women in America in
this day and age are different than
the experience of minority women,
but I do not feel that Allen’s vision
for the video came from a place of
malice.

L e t t e r to
T h e E di tor
an outsider’s love letter to the University of Puget Sound
Dear UPS,
You are the freshest breath of air
that an outsider could breathe. I’m
not sure if it is because of the skyscraping trees in the President’s
woods or the calming odor of the
blunts that never burn out, but there
is something about you that stays
with me every time I leave.
You provide the space for a community of like minded people to

that situates these creatures between
6th and 23rd to live in the most
open environment I have ever experienced.
You make the walk from Schneebeck to Safeway more enjoyable
than a turn around the Arc de Triomphe. The sturdy, uncovered
streets don’t match the shiny floors
of the store, but somehow you make
the transition between the two easy.
You make sure that people run into

“I’m not sure if it is because of the skyscraping trees in the
President’s woods or the calming odor of the blunts that never
burn out, but there is something about you that stays with me.”
live, play, love, and explore like they
never have before. I am always taken
aback by the beauty of the personalities of your students. They’re more
of a family than a group of twentysomethings. They are beautiful humans with intricate stories who have
all managed to find a common link,
created by you.
Where does the link come
from? How do all of these people know to do the same thing?
Where is this mysterious code written? You know, the one that teaches everyone to extend a hand to
every outsider and hold real conversations, how do they find it?
The rule, the order, the incantation

each other, reuniting freshmen
teammates in the Starbucks line, advisors and advisees in produce, and
rock climbing fellows stopping in
for water before their next climb.
You inspire me to be mindful of
my words. You demonstrate that it is
possible to form an actual community out of 2,500 unrivaled college
students. You hold onto traditions
like Vantage and What She Said that
can’t be beat. You spark an energy in
everyone involved in your forested
adventure that makes even secondsemester seniors want to transfer.
Once a Logger, always a Logger,
Lucy

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions section are printed at the discretion
of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of
material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the
following Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.
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robbing, I’d totally ask you out.
HEY YOU! Can I stick my disk in
your drive, iMac?
HEY YOU! Abroad CVP coord.
Get back here so I can get a tour of
that palace.
HEY YOU! New orientation
coordinators, I can’t wait to see how
much you positively impact our
campus. So much love!
HEY YOU! You are the Sunbear to
my Moonbear.
Want to submit a Hey You?
E-mail
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
or put one in the boxes in
Diversions or Oppenheimer Cafe.
The Trail will never publish
Hey Yous that explicitly refer
to individuals or groups or are
hateful or libelous in nature. A
full description of the policy can
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU! Guy in the Hey You
picture above: you look like Walter
Jr. A.K.A. Flinn, but less suave and
less into breakfast.
HEY YOU! Fauna Flora, your music rocks and you’re all super cute!
HEY YOU! No matter what we
go through, you’ll always be my

BaiBai.
HEY YOU! Diversions lead with
the curly hair, you are an absolute
gem and your baristas are lucky to
have you.
HEY YOU! Car owners! Need your
brakes done or oil changed? Email
me at jprodriguez@ups.edu. Actually though.
HEY YOU! Can I get a Garden
Level boy on a platter to go?
HEY YOU! Former ASUPS Director of Business Services. Have you
been working out? ‘Cause I want
you to service my business.
HEY YOU! Cute, blonde, musical
freshman dude. If it wasn’t cradle-

genital piercings
By SANDY TAILCHASeR

Genital piercings have been a longstanding taboo in American society.
As a result many myths and assumptions exist about piercings themselves
as well as the bodies of those to whom
they belong. While they may not be
for everyone, many of those who have
decided to partake in piercing their
privates have found euphoria with
increased sensation to their already
sensitive areas. But every piercing has
its critics, so here are a few commonly
cited facts and falsehoods about getting your goodies blinged out.
Typical piercings for someone with
a vagina generally are focused around
the clitoral hood in order to minimize
damage and increase sensation to
the clitoris itself. Clitoral hood piercings can be done both vertically and
horizontally, and the vertical piercing tends to leave the recipient with
greater sexual stimulation due to its
placement. Rings can also be placed
on the inner as well as the outer labia;
however, these piercings are more for
decoration than increased stimulation.
There are much different options
for genital piercings for someone with
a penis, but in general the placement
is based on optimal sexual arousal as
well as aesthetics. The most popular
male genital piercing is commonly referred to as the Prince Albert, which
is inserted through the external urethra and appears on the outside again
where the glans and the shaft come
together. Another variant of the penile piercing is Jacob’s Ladder, which
includes several barbell piercings
around the perimeter of the penis.
Anyone has the option to pierce
the nipples in order to increase sexual
stimulation or simply for decoration.
Piercing the nipples, if done correctly
and well taken care of, does not lead
to an inability to breastfeed in most
people with breasts, and some studies have shown that newborn infants
even prefer pierced nipples to those
that are left jewelry-free. Additionally,
nipple piercings can be a happy medium if one wants to increase sexual
stimulation without having a more
invasive piercing on their pubic sex

organs.
Many myths prevail in common
discourse about genital piercings in
spite of their increased popularity
among those who are by and large a
part of mainstream society. Genital
piercings are no longer, and possibly
never have been, an endeavor made
solely by those who wish to portray an
overtly kinky persona, such as many
original proponents of punk culture
who most famously indulged in that
which was considered sexually taboo.
The likelihood today is that many
people you know may already have
some genital ornamentation which
they only wish to share with sexual
partners.
Other myths center on the health
consequences of piercing your genitals. There is no concrete evidence
that genital piercings are any more
or less painful than other piercings.
Yes, there are more nerve endings in
the genitals; however, sticking metal
through any part of your body will
cause some pain or discomfort. This
is where the concentrated forces of
endorphins and adrenaline kick in to
lower the pain you feel in the moment
and give you the “high” some people
report after getting piercings or tattoos.
Additionally, genital piercings are
no more or less likely to get infected
than any other piercing, and, as long
as you go to a reputable piercer and
follow any aftercare instructions, the
likelihood of getting an infection is
minimal.
While genital piercings are seen by
some as a counterculture move made
by those on the fringes of society, the
reality is that this type of ornamentation is simply a move to increase
sexual stimulation and change the
appearance of one’s genitalia based
on personal preference. Getting any
piercing should be your decision,
made soberly with thought given to
possible issues that may arise in the
future from a long-lasting body modification. If you find yourself intrigued,
talk to a piercer or ask around and, if
you’re polite, you may end up finding
out useful information from someone
who has firsthand experience in the
matter.

HEY YOU! Tall, handsome crew
SAE. Let’s go at it; I’ll take you for
miles.
HEY YOU! Suite across from
us, this means war. Prepare your
whiteboard.
HEY YOU! Alphabet man. Congrats on turning in the rough draft
of your thesis. Celebrate?

Bach last week. I’ll take partita in
your gigue any time.
HEY YOU! Infobootygirl, you’re
the light in my life and my warmth
in these chilly days. I love you so
much.
HEY YOU! Jaysawn Derulo fan. In
my head we’ll be on the other side
of this future history. Whatcha say?
HEY YOU! ASUPS DTS. I like
your beard.
HEY YOU! We’re inviting you to
sit with us every day for the rest of
the week!
HEY YOU! Skinny violin man. Excellent recital! You f***ing rock this
world with each note you play.
HEY YOU! I loved the way you
stuffed me like a turkey. Pour your
gravy all over my mashed potatoes,
ooh baby.

HEY YOU! It’s like Diversions only
hires attractive people. Am I right
or am I right?

HEY YOU! Great design lecture
last week. Instead of bicycles,
though, rocking the boat with me
will work just as well.

HEY YOU! I know that fellowship
applications are getting you down,
but just remember. Josh Groban is
there to help.

HEY YOU! Diversions barista
who used to have dreads, you are a
wonderful woman and I LOVE that
you love The Killers!

HEY YOU! I heard you practicing

HEY YOU! You didn’t like the
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wrap of your breakfast burrito last
Saturday. I have great hands. Let me
show you how they roll sometime.
HEY YOU! “One” cute S.U.B.
worker, you should stop changing
the dressing and just start undressing!
HEY YOU! Texas ranger CVP
coord. I’m no good at puns, but I
want to get in your cords.
HEY YOU! Cute Info girl with
the red hair, you make my day so
bright! Keep making that art.
HEY YOU! T/P RA—I like your
dance moves but I like it more
when you fall on stage. Keep up the
good work! #sexy
HEY YOU! Diversions, why are
you playing Christmas music before Thanksgiving? Shut it down.
HEY YOU! The s***head that stole
my bike: You’re getting coal in your
stocking and I’m on the nice list
motherf***er!
HEY YOU! Senior art history bike
guy, we all know you write six Hey
Yous a week—where’s mine? XOXO
GG
HEY YOU! Dr. Barista. Thanks for
making bomb drinks and keeping
it real.

The more the merrier (Pt. 1)

Polyamory and other forms of non-monogamy
By OpHeLIA JUGGS
An increasing number of people
have been discovering that monogamy is not their ideal relationship
structure.
Some may feel that their sweetheart lives too far away for either
party to be getting everything they
need and/or want out of the relationship. Others might find themselves attracted to more than one
person and want to explore those
attractions ethically and with the
consent of everyone involved. Still
others might find that they want to
focus the bulk of their energies on
themselves, but still want to engage
in meaningful relationships that
don’t come with preconceived expectations of what romantic partners “owe” each other.
Open relationship is the umbrella term that encompasses these
and many other relationship orientations that allow for loving and/
or sexual relationships with more
than one person.
Open relationships include but
are not limited to friends with
benefits, f*** buddies, swinging
(archaically and misogynistically
known as “wife-swapping”) and
having kinky “playmates.” Other
arrangements are more difficult to
label, like two people in a long distance relationship who decide that
activities “above the belt” are okay,
as long as they don’t impact the primary relationship.
Sometimes, people who open
their relationships find that love
is not a finite resource, and that
they are in fact capable of loving
more than one person and even
sustaining romantic relationships
with more than one person. These
people are called polyamorous:
poly meaning “many” and amorous
meaning “loves.”
Cheating is something else entirely; cheating is when someone
has sexual contact or falls in love
with someone else without the

knowledge or consent of their primary partner. Cheating often leads
to dishonesty or keeping important
parts of who you are from people
you love.
Non-monogamous people might
append the word ethical to distinguish it from adultery, cheating and
dishonesty. Ethical non-monogamy
emphasizes open communication
and honesty, both with yourself
and with your lover(s). Ethical nonmonogamists generally agree that
being authentic and open about
who you are, who you love and to
whom you are attracted leads to
deeper and more satisfying relationships.
A common misconception about
non-monogamy is that it is an excuse for people not to commit, or
that it’s a phase that young people
will grow out of when their sex
drive dies down. This may be true
for some people, but the most successful non-monogamous relationships actually require a great deal
more commitment, particularly
when it comes to communicating and respecting the wishes and
needs of all people involved.
Jealousy is often the first thing
that many people think of when
they hear “open relationship.” Jealousy, much like fear, is a completely
natural emotion that can arise from
feeling insecure, from thinking
that your partner will find someone
“better” or from feeling like you
aren’t getting enough attention or
love from your sweetie.
Much like fear, though, jealousy is not a good reason to resist
change. People who confront their
fears often need to engage in critical self-reflection, which allows for
tremendous personal growth. Even
if you aren’t opening up your relationship, assigning “rules” to keep
from getting hurt doesn’t allow you
to address the root of those negative
feelings and/or worries.
Jealousy can be abated by cultivating trust—when you trust your

beloved to consider your feelings
and listen when you express your
scary emotions, you can rest assured knowing that you and your
relationship are important.
In the article “The Personal
is Still Political: Heterosexuality, Feminism and Monogamy,” in
Feminism & Psychology, authors
Stevi Scott and Sue Jackson talk
about trust and monogamy: “Why
should monogamy be equated with
security? We talk a great deal about
the importance of trust in relationships, but if everything important
is circumscribed then there is no
need for trust. Trust is necessary in
a context of risk. Forbidding something and then ‘trusting’ someone
not to break the rules somehow
misses the point.”
Of course, any relationship, monogamous or open, will have its
ups and downs. People in open
relationships do not suffer frustration any more or less than monogamous people do. Instead, they open
themselves up to more diverse opportunities for sexual satisfaction,
love and authenticity.
Though monogamy is a completely valid choice for a relationship structure, it has the tendency
to be an unintentional decision; too
often, people “fall into” monogamous relationships simply because
they are attracted to one another,
without ever considering what they
may or may not be willing to offer
the other person. Conversely, because there is no assumed expectation for what non-monogamy looks
like, people in open relationships
consciously and intentionally decide what works and doesn’t work
for them.
Look forward to an exploration
of the pros and cons of open relationships, how one might bring up
opening their relationship to existing loves, how to talk respectfully
to people with alternative relationship structures and more in next
week’s issue!
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Professor Spotlight:
Dr. Gwynne Brown
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Brown: An alumna of the
University, Brown returned in
1995 to teach Music History
and Music Theory.

By NICHOLE HINE
Dr. Gwynne Brown, associate professor of Music History and Music Theory at the University, came to
speak to the Music Education club
about her experiences as a professor
and to give advice to aspiring music
educators. Brown is a musicologist,
pianist and player of a Zimbabwean
instrument called the mbira.
An alumna of the University,
Brown studied piano under the instruction of Duane Hulbert and was
a member of the Adelphian Concert Choir. At Puget Sound, she practiced piano for six hours a day and fell
in love with classical music. “I don’t
think there has ever been a time in
my life when I was so consumed with
music,” Brown said.
After four rigorous years of the music program, constant practice became taxing. “[During] my senior
year of college, I was so tired of playing constantly and the isolation of
the practice room,” Brown said. She
therefore reconsidered her ambition
to become a concert pianist. “[I realized] that I wanted to spend time
thinking about and talking about music instead of laboriously focusing on
the technical demands of performing
music,” she said.
She ultimately decided to attend Indiana University for graduate school
where, rather than studying piano,

featur
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she received her masters degree in
music theory. “It was the biggest intellectual challenge of my life,” she said.
“It was a school with a gigantic music
program.”
Brown began to teach written theory to undergraduates and discovered
how much she loved it. “It satisfied
that need I had to perform, and I also
got to discuss theory,” she said.
After receiving her masters in music theory, Brown went on to complete
a doctorate in musicology at the University of Washington. While she was
completing classes for her doctorate,
Puget Sound invited her back to teach
theory as an adjunct professor in
1999. She has been teaching full-time
at the University since 2005 and also
recently achieved tenure. Although
she teaches theory, her main focus is
Music History classes. She plans to go
on sabbatical next semester in order
to write a book about composer William Dawson.
“I think that a liberal arts education
is very important,” she said. Brown is
one of the few professors at the University who actually attended this
school. “Some of the professors that
I had when I was a student still teach
here!” she said.
When she came to speak at Music Education club, she answered students’ questions and talked about her
life experiences. She also gave advice
to aspiring Music Education majors.
“Don’t stop empathizing with your
students. Always try to understand
what they are going through,” Brown
said.
Brown also told students to learn
from other teachers. “As a teacher, I have learned a lot from my colleagues,” she said. She stressed the importance of keeping the love for music
alive. “Feed your soul. Don’t stop playing, hearing and loving music!”
“I found her advice to be really
helpful because it explained the process we [prospective music education majors] have to go through and
the challenges of grad school,” junior
John Lampus said. “I also loved that
she dealt a lot with how hard it is to
find what area of music to study.”
“I think that a great part of the music program here at Puget Sound is
that everyone gets a chance to shine,”
Brown said.

trailfeatures@p

Darfur whistleblower speaks
out, encourages speaking up

PHOTO COURTESY/MAKAYLAA CLANCY

Kapila: The speaker challenged students in the audience and asked them what they would do if
they suspected genocide.

By SARAH BALAZ
Dr. Mukesh Kapila, known as the
whistle blower on the genocide in
Darfur, visited Puget Sound on Nov.
20 to talk about his new book, Against
the Tide of Evil.
Kapila, who currently works as a
professor of Global Health and Humanitarian Affairs at the University of
Manchester, was appointed the head
of the United Nations in Sudan in
2003. At the time, Sudan was the UN’s
biggest humanitarian mission, with
a half-million-dollar budget. Kapila’s
new book tells the story of how his use
of the media shed light on the genocide happening in the Sudan.
Kapila spoke to students in
Kilworth Chapel and, instead of lecturing, chose to ask questions in order
to offer students a better understanding of obstacles he faced while working for the UN in Sudan. He opened
his presentation with a video explaining the conflict in Darfur.
After the video, he began discussing the obstacles that he faced when
trying to bring attention and an end
to the genocide in Darfur. He began
by asking the audience why he was appointed the head of the UN is Sudan.
Students responded with a variety of

answers, explaining the previous positions that Kapila has held working
with the UN and experience in other
places such as Rwanda and Sierra Leone. He responded that his appointment hinged on his ability to be neutral: “Not a white, facist, imperalist
pig,” Kapila said to uproarious laughter.
He proceeded to question the audience, asking them how he found out
about genocide and the events that led
to his eventual cry to media to gain attention for Darfur. He then explained
that his attention had been attracted by the destruction of villages in a
western region of Sudan—a region
called Darfur, about the size of France.
Students said that if they were in
his shoes, they would want to check it
out and see for themselves what was
happening. That is exactly what Kapila did. After seeing the ruined villages and all of the displaced inhabitants,
he investigated further. Extensive research led him to discover that all of
the villages that were destroyed were
composed of people of African descent, while villages that were predominately of Arab descent remained
intact.
He continued to ask questions, inquiring what students would do after

learning this information. The majority of the answers that followed had a
trend to them: informing a superior
of the issue. This is exactly what Kapila did; he notified his superiors at the
UN in New York and reached out to
other UN consulates in the area, including England and France. The information, however, was not new to
them, and nothing was being done
about it.
With no one else to turn to, Kapila turned to the media and informed
them of the situation, hoping to
spread awareness of the atrocities occurring in Darfur.
While the media’s influence drew
attention to the cause, the genocide
in Darfur continues today. According to World Without Genocide, over
480,000 people have been killed and
more than 2.8 million have been displaced from their homes.
Kapila will continue his journey to
end the genocide in Darfur by working with Aegis Trust for the Prevention of Crimes against Humanity. His
main advice to students at his lecture
was that we as humans all have a pedestal which we are on and we have the
power to use it to make a difference in
the world.

Treasure hunt: finding hidden gems in the library archive
By TAYLOR ROGHAIR
On the first and third Tuesday
of every month from 4-5 p.m., the
Archives and Special Collections
at Collins Memorial Library holds

a series of informal presentations
called Behind the Archives Door.
These presentations aim to shed
some light on some of the rare books
in the library, unique resourses and
interesting works that are part of the

PHOTO COURTESY/LUC SOKOLSKY

Archives: The Archives and Special Collections section
houses many rare texts, some of which are centuries old.

University of Puget Sound Collections.
Nov. 19 marked the sixth such
presentation, the subject of which
was an important English medieval
manuscript called the Vernon Manuscript. A selection of other medieval material was brought out from
Puget Sound’s archives and Special Collections for discussion after
the presentation. During this discussion, Professor Denise Despres
of the English Department spoke
about the importance of the manuscript in her studies, as well as part
of history.
Despres specifically highlighted
the importance of religious manuscripts.
“The books were almost like
portable altars,” Despres said. She
discussed how prayer scrolls and
books were used in childbirth and
in everyday life. “They were used
in many ways. The boundaries of
what we would think as white magic
and text are different. A lot of these
would be in everyday books,” Despres said.
Opening the Vernon Manuscript,
she pointed to one of the pages.
“You can see the pages that are illustrated are very bright, but not as
bright as the original,” she said.
Despres showed how the Vernon

Manuscript was in fact not the original but a facsimile (a high-quality
reprint of the original).
“When I was working on an Anglo-Irish manuscript in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, one thing I realized [was] that so much had been
missing. Some of the gold spray had
been left out of the digital. I use digital manuscripts all the time.”
Despres also spoke about her use
of manuscripts in the classroom.
“It’s fun to work with pictures. Students don’t understand that manuscripts still circle.”
Freshman Morgan Ford found
the discussion very interesting. “I’m
in a class that has a medieval text,
and so it was fun to see a real medieval text,” Ford said. Ford was
thrilled at a chance to get to see the
manuscripts. “I know things are
made of vellum. But I didn’t know
we had things made out of vellum
here,” she said.
As the presentation wound to a
close, Archivist Katie Henningsen
agreed to answer a few questions
about what it was like being an archivist.
“It’s been really interesting because the originals only exist in one
place in the world,” Henningsen
said. “Original manuscripts have intrinsic value.”

Henningsen’s work as an archivist covers a broad area. “I oversee
all the archives,” she said. “We have
a little bit of everything and most of
it has been hidden away, so it’s interesting to have the students work
with it.” Henningsen pointed out
her two favorite texts: one, an informal pamphlet from 1642 that was
not supposed to last. “Its edges are
ragged. Through it we can experience what they’ve experienced in
that period,” Henningsen said.
The second text was a tabloid
from 1873 about two brothers who
thought they could scam life insurance. “It’s just fun to look back and
see people followed the same gossip
we do now,” Henningsen said.
Henningsen also shared some advice for students interested in pursuing work in her field. “I have two
masters [degrees]: Library Science
and Early Modern Medieval History. I’d encourage anyone that wants
to, to pursue that line of work.”
The next presentation in the series Behind the Archives Door was
on Dec. 3 from 4-5 p.m. Audience
members heard Professor Gianna
Carotenuto of the art history department discuss the Koran and Islamic calligraphy.

atures
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Getting to the bottom of the ugly sweater fad
Students discuss thrifting and elitism in hipster culture

By JORDAN MACAVOY
Speak Out Loud held a discussion on Nov. 14 in the Student Diversity House titled “Popping Tags.” The name of the event
was borrowed from the infamous
Macklemore song “Thrift Shop”
and was intended to ask questions
about the cultural and social implications of thrift shopping, especially when “thrift” is not the ultimate
goal.
Primarily, the discussion centered around “hipster culture,”
which appears to be at the forefront of the poor-chic trend emerging among young adults. The trend
is very dynamic and has many facets: it is cheap, there is a wealth of
saved clothing from previous generations already available and recycling old clothes helps protect
the environment by reducing the
amount of clothes that need to be
created.
However, students presented
several misgivings about the idea
of shopping at thrift stores for fashion and not out of need.
“I just get irritated when someone says, ‘oh look at this ugly
sweater I bought at the thrift
store,’” a student said. “This is why
I couldn’t find any sweaters when I
needed one.”
One of the central purposes of
a thrift store is to supply clothes at
an affordable price for people who
cannot afford to shop at other places. When this opportunity is appro-

priated by people of a higher social
status who are willing and able to
pay more for thrifted clothes, it dilutes the market and makes these
places both less affordable and less
appealing, effectively limiting their
options.
There were points of contention
around the use of poor-chic fashion as a form of elitism. Shoppers
who shop at thrift stores for articles
to complement their outfits that are
made up of more expensive clothes
create an image that some students
found to be dismissive of lowerclass culture. This is especially ap-

“Primarily, the discussion
centered around ‘hipster
culture,’ which appears to be
at the forefront of the poorchic trend emerging among
young adults.”
PHOTO COURTESY/KYLE CHONG

parent in communities like the
University of Puget Sound, where
many socioeconomic and cultural
groups are represented.
“It creates an uncomfortable social environment,” one student
said.
Another student suggested that
poor-chic clothing could actually blur the lines between high and
low economic classes, essentially making it impossible to quickly

Hipsters: Thrift shopping has become increasingly popular due to its economic and
environmental benefits.
identify class by fashion features.
“If I sit down next to someone in a
coffee shop, there is no way for me
to tell if they are rich or poor unless he says something to indicate
it,” the student said.
This raises a very interesting
question: is this fashion trend a
tool our society is using to diminish the powerful effect visible class

affectations have on normal social
interactions?
This seems to be the intention of
Macklemore’s “Thrift Shop”—understanding that being fashionable
does not have to mean the same
thing as appearing wealthy.
The takeaway is not that thrift
shopping for fashion instead of
frugality ought to be abandoned,

but that shoppers should be aware
of their intentions and the image
that they present when they do decide to buy that ugly sweater: are
you trying to be ironic, or do you
legitimately enjoy the retro appeal?
With conscious thrifting, we can
eliminate some of the social pressure of fashion and help the environment a little as well.

Tips for success from a National Elevator Pitch Champion

PHOTO COURTESY/PETER DAVIDSON

Elevator Pitch: Westfall suggested being relatable and
interesting in conversation.

By ADA SMITH

T

he National Elevator
Pitch Champion Chris
Westfall came to Puget
Sound on Nov. 22 to
teach students how they could successfully answer “tell me about
yourself.” For the students who
couldn’t make it to the lecture, here
is a crash course on “The NEW Elevator Pitch.”
“The elevator pitch is a short
persuasive speech that introduces

a person or a product or an idea,”
Westfall said.
This applies when a person walks
into an interview, wants a letter of
recommendation from a professor
or would like a grant; anything that
requires a professional approach
with a limited amount of time to
hook and convince the listener.
With that being said, try and
avoid sounding too much like a car
salesman or Billy Mays. The title
“elevator pitch” deceives: you don’t
want to “pitch” yourself, you want

to start a conversation. In the ideal situation, you should be able to
tell a person who you are in a way
that makes them say “tell me more”
when you are done talking.
“When somebody says ‘tell me a
little bit about yourself,’ what they
are really saying is ‘tell me a little
about what you might be able to do
for me,’” Westfall said.
What this means in the context
of the elevator pitch is that you always want to turn a story about
yourself into something that is applicable to the listener and matters
to them.
To start this off, ask yourself why
you are attempting to give your elevator pitch in the first place. “That
question ‘why’ is getting down
to the passion of who you are, so
that’s the better question to start
with,” Westfall said.
This is also the question that
your listener is probably already
asking themselves, so answering
it allows the listener to engage in
what you are saying.
“Your message has to be unexpected,” Westfall said. The best way
to go about answering the “why”
question is to start with something
that isn’t expected, but is applicable
to the situation. Keep in mind that
this also needs to be the first thing
that you say, because you only have
about eight seconds to grab the listener’s attention. Why eight seconds? That’s the average attention
span of an adult. “The key is to be
brief,” Westfall said.
While an unexpected story is
great, if it is not relatable it detracts from your purpose rather
than helps it.
“If you don’t have a context for
the conversation people get lost,”
Westfall said.
An easy way to give context is to
start your story with a “framer.”
For example: “have you ever noticed”, “you know how”, “I’ll never

forget the time when” or “doesn’t it
seem like.” If you finish these sentences in a relatable way for your
audience, it will easily give context and meaning to your story in
a quick and direct way.
Once you have hooked your listener and those precious eight seconds have passed, you can begin to
answer more fully the “why” question.
A simple and effective way to do
this is to use the word “because.”
“Because” qualifies your reasons and helps people understand
where you are coming from.
Studies show that when you say
“because,” people are more willing
to go along with what you say, regardless of the request. However,
this word only works in moderation, so make sure that what follows “because” is a request that is
within reason.
Nearing the end of your elevator
pitch, try to fill what Westfall calls
the “empty chair.” “The empty chair
[…] is a seat at the table for someone who isn’t in the room, but who
is going to be directly impacted by
the change you propose,” Westfall
said. Sometimes this “chair” might
seem a little difficult to fill, but
some quick research on the person
you are talking to should help.
“Close your conversation with
the easiest thing to say yes to: an
invitation,” Westfall said.
The point of this is to put you
in contact again with your listener
in a positive format. Offer them a
business card, or to take them out
to coffee or to watch your YouTube
videos.
At the end of composing your
elevator pitch, ask yourself the “so
what” question. Double check that
this question is answered satisfactorily and relates back to the listener; just because you have the skill
and education that qualifies you
does not necessarily make you the

perfect candidate. How can your
skills help the person who is listening to you?
If you would like to learn more
about Westfall’s approach, try
reading his interactive book, The
New Elevator Pitch, to help break
down the process of composing an
elevator pitch. He has also written
an example book called Five Great
New Elevator Pitches that is now
available in e-book format.
You can also check out his website, westfallonline.com, and his
YouTube channel.

Logger
Action of
the Week:

Each day, write
down three
things you are
appreciative of.
Theme of the
month: Gratitude
If you have any
questions about the
ALOHA movement,
challenge or theme
contact aloha@
pugetsound.edu.
Debriefs: Tuesdays,
6 p.m. Misner Room
(1st floor Library)

sports
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Women’s basketball team builds on strong
start toward promising 2013-2014 season

PHOTOS COURTESY/LOGGER ATHLETICS

Basketball: Left: Ashley Agcaoili calls play-organizing offense. Right: Hannah Lekson driving down the lane with a fierce intensity for a shot at scoring a point.

By SCOTT SILVERSTEIN
The women’s basketball team has
begun the season strong with a 5-2
record. They started their year in a
tournament in Santa Cruz.
With a successful 2-1 record in
the tournament they have set the
pace for the young season
They started out playing Whittier
College. In this game, their defense
shut down the Poet offense, only allowing 34 points. Their offense was
a tad rusty, which is understandable since it was the first game in
the season.
They ended up with 51 points.
This did not seem to be a problem,
considering their defense was so
strong.
Continually as the season has
progressed though, the Loggers
have upped their offense, peaking
at a 90 point game at Concordia
(Ore.).
The strong scoring continues to

be as theme. The Loggers are averaging a strong 71.9 points per game.
This places Puget Sound fourth
in the conference in scoring percentage this year. Considering that
the first few games were not that
high scoring, if the Loggers continue to score the way they have in the
past few games they will see themselves shoot up the stat sheet.
In the past four games they have
averaged 80.5 points per game, including an outlier in the loss against
College of Idaho where they only
scored 64. This strong offense will
go a long way in the success of the
team this year.
Leading their scoring is sophomore guard Emily Sheldon (Portland, Ore.) with 13.7 points per
game. Right behind Sheldon is junior forward Amanda Forshay
(Moraga, Calif.).
This is a good sign that some of
the younger players are taking the
helm. Having a leading scorer that

is a sophomore is a promising sign,
not only for this year, but for the future success of our team.
The Loggers have two seniors on
the team for underclassmen to look
up to.
Among them is Taylor Jones
(Keizer, Ore.). Jones is in her fourth
year with three years of playing under her belt. She appeared in 24
games last year averaging seven
points a game, and had a strong
presence from the free throw line
with an 83.7 percentage.
This year is a very junior-heavy
team. With most of the players
and starters coming from the junior class, there looks to be a surge
of successful players that have two
years already under their belt.
The leading junior is Forshay
who, has started all three years
of her career and continues to be
a strong influential player on the
court.
That said, however, this is a

young team. The Loggers have six
freshman on their team. Some on

“ With most of the players
and starters coming from
the junior class, there looks
to be a surge of successful
players that have two years
already under their belt ”

the team have already made an impact.
Alexis Noren (Milwaukie, Ore.)
is leading the freshmen in time with
18.9 minutes per game. She is a solid role player, and looks to have a
bright future wight the Logger basketball team.
Their good start will serve well for
momentum as the Loggers go into

their conference play. They have
two games in December against Evergreen State and UC Santa Cruz.
Once January starts, however,
so does their conference schedule. This gives the Loggers plenty
of time to work out their preseason
quirks and play strong in division
play.
This year in the conference it is
Lewis and Clark with the target on
their back. They won the conference last year and now everyone in
the conference is searching to take
them down.
As luck would have it, the Loggers actually start out their conference season against Lewis and
Clark. What greater way to start out
the conference than to take down
the number one team?
If the Loggers come away with a
win against Lewis and Clark, they
can really spark themselves into
a good position for the rest of the
year.

Do not be fooled by men’s basketball record

Team starts out 3-4 with three losses within three points

By SCOTT SILVERSTEIN
The men’s basketball team is playing well to start out their year. They
are currently 3-4 with close losses
to good teams. They have currently
been playing in three straight tournaments.
The first tournament was home at
Puget Sound. The Loggers were really strong in the first two games,
first beating Evergreen State handily, 71-58.
This win was sparked by strong
defense. The Loggers forced Evergreen State into bad shots, keeping
their field goal percentage to 39.6.
They also forced Evergreen State
to turn the ball over 14 times. This
led the Loggers to 16 points off
of turnovers. This strong defense
translated into a strong offense.
The Loggers used a very nonselfish style offense with 19 assists
compared to just 11 for Evergreen
State. The offense also dominated
in the paint with a combination of
22 points. This helped the Loggers
coast to an easy win.
The next game was a little bit
more of a nail-biter against Schreiner. Once again, the Loggers did
a great job forcing Schreiner into
poor shots. Schreiner averaged a
poor 38 percent from the field. This
enabled the Puget Sound offense to
stay in the game and keep it close
The Loggers never let the score
vary more than 10 points in the

whole game. This helped the Loggers take the lead at the end of the
second half.
The stats for this game were about
as even as it could get, other than
one stat that might have been the
reason that the Loggers ended up
winning the game. This stat was rebounds. The Loggers destroyed Schreiner on the boards with 39 rebounds for the Loggers and only 27
for Schreiner.
The luck started to run out after
this win. After the first two wins, the
Loggers went on a four game losing
streak. This was a huge amount for
some games that could have gone either way.
Three games were separated by
a margin smaller than three points
with one game being finished in
overtime. This string of bad luck is
a huge contributor to their current
below five hundred record.
After a loss to Trinity, the Loggers probably played the game of the
year against Colorado College. They
ended up losing by 92-90. Once
again, the leads for either team never reached more than 10 points.
The game was tight in all quarters. The Loggers remarkably kept
up with Colorado College’s strong
shooting percentage (50.8) with a
47.9 from the field. This helped their
offense keep up, creating a very high
scoring game.
The streak of close losses continues as they lost to Old Westbury by

a solid one point. The Loggers shot
great with a 54 percent shooting
percentage.
Every stat seems to be the same,
as the game was always close.
Throughout the game there were 11
ties and 20 lead changes.
This shootout ended up with a
very high scoring game. The Loggers only turned the ball over six
times where Old Westbury had 10
turnovers.
After losing yet another close
game 71-69 to Denison, the Loggers
unleashed their frustration against
St. Mary’s (Minn) winning 80-57.
This was a great game for the Loggers. They dominated with their big
men. They won the rebounding total with 43 as oppose to 34 by St.
Mary’s. The big men continue to win
the battle in this game scoring a solid 34 points in the paint. This game
was a perfect release for a team that
has lost three rough close games.
The Loggers look strong with
their star senior Rex Nelson (Enumclaw, Wash). Nelson is leading the
team, averaging a strong 17.6 points
per game. His two strongest games
were against Evergreen State, scoring 24 points, and Colorado College, scoring 25 points.
With a leading senior, the Loggers
should have a good season this year.
They have started out strong, showing their capability this preseason.
Things seem to be looking up as
they enter conference play.

Loggers Men’s Basketball
Schedule
Fall 2013
Dec. 11, 8 p.m.
Puget Sound @ Evergreen State
Dec. 30, 4 p.m.
SUNY Geneseo vs. Puget Sound
Jan. 3, 8 p.m.
Lewis and Clark vs. Puget Sound
Jan. 4, 8 p.m.
Linfield vs. Puget Sound
Jan. 10, 8 p.m.
Puget Sound @ Whitman

SpORTS
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Men’s soccer team ends their successful season
Loggers lose in second round of playoffs to Trinity
By THOMAS OVeRTON
The Logger men’s soccer team saw
a fantastic season come to a close in
San Antonio, Texas in a 4-0 loss to
the Trinity Tigers.
This marked the first time in the
second round for the Loggers in
over a decade.
The opening half of the game
seemed promising for the Loggers,
holding the Tigers scoreless for the
first 44 minutes. The number seven Tigers opened the scoring with
a mere 17 seconds before the clock
would expire on the first half.
The Tigers came prepared and
looked that way, controlling possession for most of the first half. Trinity was eager to put this game away,
taking 13 attempts before the first
half was over.

The Loggers looked to control
the ferocious attack from the Tigers in the 6th minute when junior
goalkeeper Nathan King (Preston,
Wash.) prevented a Trinity attempt
from being converted.
In the next 11 minutes of the
match, Trinity bombarded the Logger goal with five attempts, three of
which were blocked while the other
two fell wide of the net. King looked
to keep his net clean again in the
29th minute with another solid save.
The Loggers found their way into
offensive action in the 37th minute
when junior Stewart Miller (Helena,
Mont.) sent a powerful attempt over
the Tiger crossbar. Further signs of
life from the Logger attack came in
the 41st minute with senior Ryan
Rash (Federal Way, Wash.) firing an
attempt just wide.

The Loggers looked to close the
first half on level terms, but the Tigers had something to say about
that when they converted a free kick
for the opening goal with only 14
seconds left in the half.
The Loggers tried to bounce back
from conceding late in the first half
with some offense of their own. Junior Sean Ryan (Mill Creek, Wash.)
saw his attempt in the 48th minute
blocked by the Tiger defense.
Later, in the 56th minute, the
Loggers had back-to-back corner
kicks, neither of which produced
any result in the Logger’s favor.
This game looked to be a battle,
until Trinity netted another free
kick goal in the 63rd minute. The
game, still manageable for the Loggers, seemed to be put out of reach
when the Tigers capitalized on their

third set piece of the game putting
the Loggers down 3-0.
The Loggers were not going down
without a fight, and in the 70th minute senior Eneko Bereziartua (Boise, Idaho) forced a save from the
Trinity keeper off a corner from fellow senior Carson Swope (Portland,
Ore.).
The final nail in the coffin for the
Loggers came in the 78th minute,
the only goal of the match that was
not produced from a set piece for
the Tigers.
The Loggers, continuing their
fighting spirit, had three more shots
in the last five minutes of the match.
Seniors Alec MacCallum (Bigfork, Mont.) and Luke Sandblom
(Scottsdale, Ariz.) saw their shots
run wide of the net while Theisen
Chang (Vancouver, Wash.) saw his

attempt blocked by the Tiger defense.
The Loggers closed the season
with a 15-6 overall record and a 12-2
record in conference play. This year
marked the first Northwest Conference (NWC) title in seven years and
the first victory in the NCAA tournament in 11 years in the Loggers
first-round matchup against Hardin-Simmons.
The Loggers will graduate 11 seniors this year but look to remain
strong returning 17 players from the
current roster.
Among those graduating, both
Swope and Colin McIntosh (Olympia, Wash.) earned awards in the
NWC. Swope was awarded NWC
offensive player of the year and McIntosh earned NWC defensive player of the year.

Recap of successful Logger athletics fall season
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Fall sports: Congratulations
to all of the fall teams for their
successful seasons, including
two conference championships, and achievements in all
of the other sports.
To all the seniors, congratulations and thank you for what
you have done for the Puget
Sound community. You all had
outstanding careers and will
be missed. Remember: Once
a Logger, always a Logger.
To all athletes, thank you for
working so hard and bringing
success to University of Puget
Sound. Have a good off season and good luck next year!
Come now to root on the
winter sports teams. HACK
HACK! CHOP CHOP!
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Model UN team clearly
accomplishing far more than
actual UN ever has before

By YOLO ONO

A

study released Thursday by the Cato Institute found that the
Puget Sound Model
United Nations team is doing more
things more efficiently than the ac-

“Tammy is the best
example of what the UN
actually needs. When
she wanted to get with
the delegate from China,
she didn’t bat an eye.
And she didn’t send in
peacekeepers to do it
for her. She just passed
a resolution that had
nothing to do with the
Syrian conflict and then
left the meeting to go sleep
with him in her hotel
room. That’s justice.”
—Booker DeWitt

tual United Nations has ever done
in its rich 168-year history.

The study, which defined things
as any action that could potentially affect people and efficiency as if
things are actually completed, reviewed actions taken by the UN
during multiple crises and compared them to our own Model UN
team’s previous resolutions.
“Every instance we found, Puget
Sound was taking action whereas the actual UN would just do
something useless like send peacekeeping troops in,” lead researcher
Booker DeWitt said.
The study cited several instances
of the UN sending in useless peacekeeping troops in war-torn countries that need people like Tammy,
the delegate from Puget Sound representing Zimbabwe, to really go in
and get things done.
“Tammy is the best example of
what the UN actually needs. When
she wanted to get with the delegate
from China, she didn’t bat an eye.
And she didn’t send in peacekeepers to do it for her. She passed a resolution that had nothing to do with
the Syrian conflict and then left the
meeting to go sleep with him in her
hotel room. That’s justice,” DeWitt
added.
The study also examined other
positive programs done by Puget
Sound’s Model UN team that the
UN could use to be more effective.
For example, the study suggested
the UN should start paying for delegates’ hotel rooms, holding bake
sales to generate more revenue and

giving out awards to the best delegates and countries so the UN can
promote fun and healthy competition.
“Part of what makes the Model
UN so effective and fun is the team
building delegations go through.
During our study, we found that
no actual delegation to the UN had
to undergo the twenty bake sales
the Puget Sound Model UN team
had to sit through. And those bake
sales aren’t easy! But it’s all worth it
when they get that best delegation
trophy. If the UN had a trophy like
that and awarded to the best country each year, maybe we’d have
more bake sales from countries like
Iran or Latvia,” DeWitt explained.
The study also stressed the Holy
See should be giving full member
status instead of just observer status, as the Catholic voice in politics
has all but died out in the modern
era and that it is probably the most
fun country to represent.
“Let’s be honest here, this pope
is dope and Catholics need a voice
too. And representing the Holy
See is fun! It’s the best delegation
to be. I remember in high school I
had such a blast calling every resolution a divine verdict. The only
other delegation that is as fun as
them is North Korea. Really, we
just think the UN should be more
like the Model UN in every way,”
Model UN team member Sequoia
Birch-Green said.

CLASSIFIEDS
SPO TRIP:
Are you a Super Punny Outdoorsperson? Well then beefcakes have we
got a trip for you.
Wanna guess where we’re headed?
CAPSLOCK
MOUNTAIN
CAPSLOCK MOUNTAIN ALL
ABOARD
FOR
CAPSLOCK
MOUNTAIN! BE AT THE TROLLFACE RAGESTATION AT 5:45 A.M.
SHARP BECAUSE WE’RE GETTING OUT OF HERE LIKE EXCLAMOBANGS ON HOT CHEESE.
LOVENOTE FROM STUDENT’S
POCKET: Hey [smudged out student
employee name]! You’re...uh...crap.
I want to [scratched out verb] your
face? This is probably not the best way
to contact you. I hope this doesn’t end
up on the Internet.
ALLITERATION CLUB:
We’re wnot wmeeting wis week.
ANNOUNCEMENT:
Calling all man-children! Meeting
this week in Wyatt 404. Bring ur fedora ;)
ANNOYING SIBLINGS CLUB:
If you have one, then you are one.
Everyone else who says otherwise is a
LIAR. Or selling something. Contact:
moooom_she_keeps_poking_me@
arewethereyet.com
REALISTIC PICK UP LINE:
“Hey! So, I noticed your tee-shirt
from across the room, and I totally LOVE LOVE that show—wait a
minute. Is that lite beer? OMFG GET
OUT!!!”
HOW TO PICK UP PEEPS:
Put on your pants. Go to the gym.

Do squats for 4-5 months until you
can carry a small grizzly with ease.
Go to bar. Pick up the stranger. Put
the stranger back down.
Run like your butt’s on fire because
the stranger probably won’t like that
very much and you’ve only been doing squats so your mile time is shit.
DEEPLY CONCERNED FACILITIES ADVISORY WARNING:
BEWARE OF CLIMBING TREES!!!
Especially the oaks and the pines!
And all the tree sex in the Arboretum.
What the hell is wrong with the Pacific Northwest???!!!
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES:
[We tried to print them but then
they got all uppity on us and ran
away.]
PICKLES TEACHES NATHAN
HOW TO DO MATHS:
diggadiggadugidahdiggahdiggahowappawiddlydoodldatigpigsiggydingdongshittabittawaddajabbalabbaruggablahblahdadiggaduggidahsiggatiggawiggadaBLAM!
BLAM!
BLAM!
ENCEPHALITIS:
Fever, headache, confusion, seizures. Better get lumbar-ed up for
battle, because we’re going DOWN
DOWN IN AN EARLIER ROUND
SUGAR WE’RE GOING DOWN
SWINGING I’LL BE YOUR NUMBER ONE WITH THE—shit I can’t
remember the rest of the lines. Probably wasn’t important. I think.
COMP SCI PSA:
PLEASE, oh PLEASE!! Do NOT
give the hyperlinks any more SUGAR!

Cute on-campus owl Campus drug abuse finally
actually the undead becoming a valid concern
By EDDIE PISSREX
Onlookers were mesmerized earlier this week by a wild Barred owl that
has taken up residency on campus in
the President’s Woods.
This adorable creature, while majestic, is in actuality a revived corpse.
The owl is part of an ongoing research project between the University’s Biology Department and the
Slater Museum of Natural History.
The two departments have discovered a means to reanimate this creature that was previously taxidermy.
The experiments have been ongoing for the last 20 years, but only
recently have breakthroughs been
made.
Scores of unknowing students
grew the owl’s organs during various
Biology 101 labs, using cloning techniques passed off as “research.”
Professor Alice Brown, head of the
Biology Department, said to Flail reporters, “These freshmen aren’t actually doing much academically, so
we figured they might as well be a bit
useful.”
It took almost an entire semester
once the process was finalized, but
substantial results emerged around
midterms.
The project is expected to help
gain at least one of the department’s
professors’ tenure.
Susanne Lewis, archivist at the
Slater Museum, said, “You can only
look at dead stuff for so long before it
starts to get a little boring.”
Pressed later for details, she insisted on the “coolness” of the experiment, citing that the owl has a

unique call not typical of the species.
Others around campus have
claimed hearing, late at night, “boo,
boo” calls around the library.
Point Defiance Zoo officials have
approached the University to discuss
adopting the owl for their own facility.
Richard Martin, director of wildlife at the zoo, remarked, “Well, we’ve
never had an undead creature before.
It would really be nifty, you know?”
Sources close to the University’s
board of trustees have confirmed
that a monetary offer has been put
forward to the University.
University President Tonald
Rhombus told Flail reporters he “has
no plans at this time to accept any offers for our newfound Frankenfowl.”
Members of other departments
that did not participate in the experiment have expressed skepticism over
the project.
Professors in the religion and philosophy departments have raised
their own issues.
Philosophy professor Paul Bluth
asked in a recent town hall meeting,
“But does the owl have a soul? Is it
the same owl that it was in its previous life?”
Religion professor Alex Black
posed, “Is it ethical to raise this being from the dead?”
Whether or not the petrified poultry will remain a campus fixture remains a puzzling question to be determined.
Whatever the case, it might be best
to keep small animals and children
close during these coming weeks.

Why vegans should never be trusted
By MR. BUTTFIST

A

n anonymous poll reinforces the campus authorities’ concern over
students abusing drugs,
shown today.
A whopping 68 percent of students
“consume some form of dietary
supplement,” Detective Joe Parsons
announces. “I mean, sure, you’ve
got a lot of vegans and vegetarians
that say they take supplements to
get enough iron and other minerals
that they aren’t getting from their
dietary choices, but are they really?”
Other skeptics also voiced their
concerns, claiming that many students are in fact abusing iron, potassium and even calcium supplements in order to “stay healthy
without killing animals,” or in other
words, getting high.
“I mean, it’s really shocking that
the school allows this kind of blatant drug abuse,” one concerned
parent stated.
The parent described her daughter, Shirley*, returning home for
Thanksgiving, refusing to eat turkey or any other animal product,
claiming the products are obtained
unethically.
The parent then described a horrifying scene: walking into her
daughter’s bedroom, she saw many
pill bottles, some with labels such
as “Iron” or “One-a-Day” and her
daughter “eating them like [vegan]
candy. It was terrifying, I wouldn’t

wish this on any parent,” the
shocked mother said.
It is reported that her daughter will
be pulled out of school and sent to

“ Other skeptics also
voiced their concerns,
claiming that many
students are in fact
abusing iron, potassium
and even calcium
supplements in order
to ‘stay healthy without
killing animals,’ or in
other words, getting
high”
rehab.
Unfortunately, Shirley is not the
first, nor will she be the last, to be
addicted to these so-called “vitamins.”
Many students are reported to
have some sort of vitamin intake as
part of their everyday schedule.
Why are these pills so popular
amongst young college students?
Supposedly, these forms of supplements are thought to help “boost
immune systems” and help students
“prevent getting sick when living in
close proximity in the dorms,” common excuses for students to secretly

get high.
Some students even consume
up to two vitamin tablets a day, a
shocking number for some readers.
How can they afford these habits?
“A bottle of calcium tablets that
lasts about three months won’t usually cost more than $10 in any grocery store,” stated expert Dr. Steven Sickle, leading researcher in
teen drug abuse in Washington and
founder of the non-profit organization Vegans Are Literally the Worst.
How are pharmaceutical companies able to afford these shockingly
low prices?
Apparently, these supplements
are perfectly legal to manufacture
and sell in any store, as they “don’t
have any damaging side effects” and
are “thought to be beneficial,” as
some hardened drug fiends like to
claim.
Detective Parsons shares some
advice: “If you’re gonna get high,
don’t do it on campus, and more
importantly, DO NOT get mixed
up with vegans. They are the biggest dope-pushers, with their soy
milk and gluten-free nonsense.
Crack, smack, whatever. Just don’t
get mixed up with vitamin tablets.”
One thing to draw from this: do
not befriend vegans.
Advice well worth taking in any
circumstance.
*FYI, names have NOT been
changed because vegans don’t deserve the right to privacy.
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arts & entertainment

Jamaican poet shares his
“Dead Portraits” poetry
By SABINE GLOCKER
At the time the talk was slated to
begin, the crowd was sparse and it
did not look promising. However,
the crowd slowly trickled in and
about 15 minutes after the original
start time, the audience was full
and the poet was ready to begin.
Introduced as a poet who writes
“deceptively simple poetry,” Gregory Wilson traveled from Montego
Bay, Jamaica—a 12-hour trip—to
speak to Puget Sound students.
He began his talk by apologizing
for the wait and for starting late.
Then he spoke about how he liked
to use the river as a metaphor in
his poetry and used other old and
understood metaphors, such as the
caged bird singing and listening to
the silence. As he spoke in his elegant Jamaican accent, many students took notes.
He explained that the poem
he’d begin his talk with was about
peace. The poem itself was, indeed,
deceptively simple. Simple wording
and easily understood, but with immense depth and meaning behind
it, leading the listener or reader to
think about more than the surface
meaning of his words.
After his first poem, he thanked
Professor Dexter Gordon and the
others who worked for almost a
year to get him to the University.
“I am really grateful and honored,” he said.
“A book titled Dead Portraits in
the Living Room is more about the
living than the dead,” Wilson said.
He explained how the dead live
on in our memories and as spirits
and do not need to be portraits in
the living room, because they will
never be forgotten.
He continued on, explaining that
the point of his book was to say
“hey, look at me, see how handsome I am; let me look at you,
you’re so very handsome.” Wilson
explained how he wanted his book
to cause us to stop forgetting ourselves and one another.
He then read the namesake
poem of his book Dead Portraits in
the Living Room.
“What are these dead portraits
doing in our living room?” he
asked. “Dead portraits are so dead.”
The poem spoke about how the
living should be on the walls of the
living room, a play on words and
relating back to the idea that the
dead are remembered not through
portraits but through our memories and as spirits. He believes that

the living should be in the space
we inhabit, and the dead should
remain in our memories—not on
our walls.
After reading the poem, Wilson
went on to quote the dictionary
definitions of culture and unity. His
voice was very soothing and calm,
very much the voice of a poet.
He spoke about how unity should
be found within diversity and that
you must love yourself before you
can love another.
At that point, a segment of Bob
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Although there were points when
he made some remarks about how
men should lead the community
and provide for the household—
not the women—his thoughtful
poetry and points interested those
who attended the event greatly.
As he ended his talk, he explained why he loves America and
all Americans so much. He said the
underlying reason was his mother,
who came here in the early 1970s
for three years. Afterwards, everything she did, she did as an AmeriPHOTOS COURTESY/DYLAN WITWICKI

Skiing: A student shows off his talents on Crystal Mountain.

By OLIVIA PIERCE FREEMAN

PHOTOS COURTESY/JOSEPH RODRIGUEZ

Poet: Gregory Wilson presented some of his poetry and a story.
Marley’s “One Love” played.
It takes “10 or 100 lives to really
appreciate all the cultures of the
world,” he said. Still, as he spoke,
students took notes dutifully, entranced by his words but also appreciating them as academics.
After an interlude where he read
another poem from his recent
book, Wilson quoted Wikipedia
and listed what the Caribbean consists of. He then spoke of the history of Central America and the Caribbean, including the Mayans and
the Aztecs. He then spoke of when
the Europeans came and “history
began, as it’s said.”
Although he spent a lot of time
during his talk quoting other people and playing musical segments
to illustrate his points, the effect of
his voice and words was not lost.
He was thoughtful and interesting.

can. Through his “mother’s vivid
descriptions, [he] fell in love with
America.” He then instructed us to
stand and applaud his mother.
Finally, he thanked President
Thomas.
“Ron will take you to the
heights,” Wilson said. “The world is
a small village,” he concluded. His
talk ended and the whole audience
immediately stood up and applauded him and his poetry.
Dead Portraits in the Living
Room is a book of poetry exploring
cultural unity in the Caribbean and
Central America, remembering
ourselves and others, and loving
each other and our passed relatives.
Gregory Wilson will be releasing another book of poetry soon.
Bound to be as interesting as his
first, it is likely to be highly recommended.

Evidently, the Tacoma community fosters quite the adventure-enthusiast culture, because it hosted
two nights of the Banff Mountain
Film Festival tour from Dec. 2-3 at
the Rialto Theater.
The festival planted its original
roots at the Banff Centre for the
Arts in Canada, where filmmakers
submitted their adventure stories to
be juried and screened for a smallscale audience. After its success,
the organizers began to expand the
festival’s outreach into a film tour
aimed to share these works of art
with a broader audience.
Banff features films that provide
the audience with an opportunity
to experience mountain culture—
whether it be through high-intensity sports or through vicarious
stories of mountain dwellers and
the adverse circumstances they
may face—by beautifully articulating the universality of both the
lightness and darkness of human
experience.
The festival’s 2012 Grand-Prizewinning film, Crossing the Ice, followed childhood friends James
Castrission and Justin Jones (fondly known to their friends and family as Cas and Jonesy) as they set out
on the most life-changing journey
they had experienced thus far in
their time as adventure-men.
The duo became the first pair in
history to make the unassisted trek
from the edge of Antarctica to the
South Pole and back again—a journey many others had attempted but
had failed; an expedition that was
surely no venture for the novice.
Their past experiences in northern Canada and the New Zealand
Alps fostered their familiarity with
the highly specialized gear on
which they would rely for their
record-breaking adventure.
By dragging truck tires attached
to chest harnesses up steep hills
and learning to ski for the grueling
Antarctic conditions, the team recognized that while mental preparation was indeed pivotal to their
success, just as much so was their
physical readiness.
For 89 days, Cas and Jonesy

hauled 160 kilograms of equipment
designed specially for their journey
(that is the equivalent of approximately one grandfather goat with
an over-capacitated bladder) in
blasted temperatures as cold as -40
degrees across 2,270 kilometers of
a seemingly endless horizon of ice.
However, despite their serious
preparation, there was little that
could be done to ready themselves
for the unavoidable hellish obstacles: insufficient sleep and severe
malnourishment both led to their
inevitable physical exhaustion.
Through blog posts and videos
sent from their tent in Antarctica,
the adventurers documented their
explicit and honest narratives of
the adversity with which they were
plagued and the self-empowerment
they discovered through their tenacity.
“This place has taken a part of me
that I’ll never get back. The amount
of suffering and pain and accomplishment and achievement—I’ve
never felt this in my entire life,”
Castrission said in a video diary.
“It’s the commitment to keep on
going and the commitment to one
goal. It’s something I will never
forget and this is going to give me
strength for the rest of my life.”
The award-winning film explores
the complex spectrum of the human experience through the truthful storytelling of these two undeniably valorous adventurers.
Offering an empathetic relatability for the viewer, it takes its
audience through a journey of adversity, which their palpable perseverance and determination trumps.
The Grand Prize winner of this
years Banff Film Festival was North
of the Sun (Nordfor Sola), a 46-minute film about the two Norwegian
adventurers who find a secret playground in the mountains.
The film was different each night,
as the Banff Roadie selects the films
to be screened based on how previous audiences respond and what
Tacoma’s audience has favored in
the past.
Tickets can be purchased at the
Broadway Center box office or online. For more information visit
http://www.banffcentre.ca/mountainfestival/worldtour.
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Museum of Glass provides glassmaking lessons at Gather evening

By CASEY DEY

University students from around
Tacoma gathered at the Museum of
Glass on Nov. 22 to enjoy “University Night,” a free event for college
students to get a taste of life as a
glass artist and experience what the
Museum of Glass has to offer.
“Gather. Noun: the process of
collecting molten glass from the
furnace on a pipe. Verb: to come together.” The pamphlets advertising
the event enticed students with free
food, music, a bar, free admission to
the galleries and the opportunity to
make glass magnets or pendants or
even blow glass into orbs!
While some of the students were
at the museum for the first time,
others were there for their fourth.
Everyone seemed to be having a
great time however, laughing with
friends, dancing to the music, exploring the galleries, and working
with glass in a unique hands-on experience.
Students entered the museum
lobby to the sound of a DJ shuffling
upbeat pop songs, giving the feel of
a party. After attaching wristbands
announcing the age of the guest,
students could enter the lobby and
were free to dance to the music, grab
a bowl of loaded nachos and a soda,
beer or a glass of wine, explore the
gallery or watch and cheer on their
friends at a live glassblowing demonstration.
There was also a table where students could complete a survey and
enter to win a spot in the last glassblowing workshop that evening, as
well as information for anyone interested in an internship at the museum. Museum employees, artists
and current student interns sat at

the tables, ready to answer any questions students might have about the
available programs or even just the
museum itself.
Those who had made reservations
early could either fuse or blow glass
at a designated time. Those who
fused glass could assemble a design
onto a diamond or square-shaped
glass fragment that museum artists
would later make into a pendant
or magnet. Those who blew glass
would aid the artists on the hotshop
floor as they heated the glass, rolling it in crushed glass to make it
marbled or swirled and give colorful designs, then would themselves
get to blow into the tube to create
a ball of hot glass. The artist would
then break off the orb and seal it before placing it into storage to cool.
Everyone who participated will get
to collect his creations at a later date.
Museum coordinator and University Night director Melanie Aamidor was excited by the large turnout.
This was only the second year, but
already hundreds of students had
arrived to enjoy the festivities.
She said the purpose of the University Night was to not only give
students a free hands-on experience
with glass, but also to encourage the
students to come back and take part
in what the museum has to offer.
“[W]e wanted to see more of
the college, student, university age
come to the museum. We actually have ‘Student Free Sundays’ so
they can come in, see the galleries,
watch them in the hotshops, watch
the professionals. And so we wanted
to promote that as well, because we
weren’t seeing too many students
coming in. We just wanted to see
more students here! We have exhibitions that change periodically, so

The final product: Nearly finished pieces are shown together.

trailae@pugetsound.edu

One
Acts at
center
stage
By KATHRYN STUTZ
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The Layout: Materials for making glass pieces are shown.
it’s nice to come back and see what’s
going on. Exhibitions come from
all around the world so they’re very
unique and very different from one
another,” she said.
She also encouraged students to
like the museum’s Facebook page so
they could keep updated on the mu-

seum’s events.
University Night at the Museum
of Glass was just one opportunity
for students to get their hands on
glassblowing, but there are many
opportunities throughout the year
for anyone with any sort of interest
in this unique form of art.

Detail: A student shows his small, colorful and detailed piece.

Taxi Rides

Leasing from Tacoma
Yellow Cab

To Airport: $50
SHARE YOUR FARE
3 people: $16.50 each
4 people: $12.50 each

Call, text or
email Keven:
253.678.2631

kevtacyelocab@
hotmail.com
Please schedule airport rides at
least a day before.

Crafting: Students focus carefully on their glass creations.
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The final project of the students
in Professor Jess Smith’s Directing
Class, the One Acts Festival—beginning on Dec. 9—includes 15 different shows by 15 different directors.
All of the plays, whether short
dramas, monologues or scenes from
larger works, will be spread out over
the course of the three days. There
will be five productions each night,
creating an exciting and concentrated theatrical event in under an
hour—no intermissions.
“Half the class has been about
learning: styles of visual storytelling, and figuring out how to block
out scenes to best communicate
ideas. The other half of the class is
about putting on the [One Acts]
Festival,” Robyn Helwig, a student
director of a One Act and one of the
festival’s two PR managers, said.
The festival counts for “most of
the grade,” Helwig said. “It’s a class
that’s required for theatre majors, so
it’s mostly juniors and seniors.”
However, many members of the
class have never been in charge of a
project of this scale before.
“Some of us have never done
this before…a lot of it’s brand new,”
Helwig said.
In addition to being responsible
for their own individual show, each
person has other jobs as well. “Each
director also has a role like audition coordinator or PR manager,”
Helwig said.
As PR manager, Helwig’s job entails spreading awareness about the
productions across the University,
and orchestrating media coverage
of the event in general.
The past few weeks have been
busy for the student directors. All
the work leading up to the productions requires the same dedication
and effort as preparing for an intricate senior thesis presentation,
or conducting a professional final
research project.
As Helwig described, the process
began with finding student volunteers to perform in the One Acts.
“The first day was initial auditions, where a large group of Puget
Sound students read from randomly pulled monologues…then the
directors coordinated to schedule
callback auditions—everyone got
at least one callback. Each director chose an ideal cast and some
alternates, and then we got into the
convoluted bargaining and trading,”
Helwig said.
“Out of 71 audition-ees, 35 were
cast in the final productions, and
everyone accepted their roles,”
Helwig said.
The exclusivity of the coveted
acting roles means every actor and
actress is particularly excited and
passionate about the project.
Smith’s students are now deep
into the rehearsal process, getting
completely prepared for the performances this coming week. “It’s very
polished,” Helwig said. “Each show
only gets one performance, only
gets one shot.”
The One Acts will be performed
on Dec. 9, 10 and 11, starting at 5:30
p.m. in the Norton Clapp Theatre,
located in Jones Hall. Tickets are $2
a night and are sold only at the door.

